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Message from Mr. Erickson

Dear Families,

Spring is here and the warm weather that goes with it! We are entering an
important and exciting time in the school year. As we start April, here are a
few key reminders and updates to keep in mind:

State Testing Begins April 1st
Students in grades 3-8 will be taking Arizona's Academic Standards
Assessment. This is our students time to shine! These assessments help
measure student progress and guide future instruction and planning. Please
help your child perform their best by ensuring they

e Get plenty of rest the night before each test.

e Eat a nutritious breakfast to stay focused.

e Arrive on time to start the day stress-free.
Your support makes a big difference in helping students feel prepared and
confident! I am excited to see how well the students perform on the
assessments. They have worked hard all year and I know they will do
well! Thank you to parents and teachers for helping get the students ready to
take the tests.

Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week (May 5-9)

We are fortunate to have such dedicated teachers and staff who work tirelessly
to support our students. Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week is coming up in
early May, and it's a wonderful opportunity to recognize their hard work. A
simple thank-you note or small gesture can go a long way in showing our
gratitude!

Attendance and School Safety

Consistent attendance is key to academic success, and we appreciate your help
in ensuring students are here every day when they are healthy. Additionally,
we continue to prioritize school safety and ask that families remind students to
follow school rules and expectations. Working together, we can keep our
school a safe and productive place for everyone.

Thank you for your partnership in making this a great school year. As always,
my door is open if you have any questions or concerns.



Middle School Math &

STEM Elective
By Ms. Kyndra Ortiz

The middle school math classes at Elgin School are buzzing with excitement as students tackle new
challenges and build essential problem-solving skills. In 6th grade, students are diving into fractions, decimals,
and percentages, learning how to apply them in real-world situations like budgeting and shopping. They're
also starting to explore basic algebraic thinking, setting a strong foundation for future math success.

In 7th grade, students are working on proportional relationships and linear equations. They're learning
how to graph equations and interpret data—skills that will help them understand everything from speed and
distance to financial literacy. Additionally, they are beginning to explore geometric concepts like angles and
area, connecting math to real-world structures and design.

8th graders are preparing for high school math by tackling more complex algebraic equations and
functions. They’re learning about systems of equations, exponents, and the Pythagorean theorem, applying
these concepts to solve real-world problems. With a focus on critical thinking and reasoning, students are
gaining confidence in their ability to analyze and solve challenging mathematical scenarios.

Our Sports STEM elective being offered this Quarter combines athletics and science in an exciting way!
Students are exploring the physics behind sports, such as how angles and force impact a basketball shot or the
role of aerodynamics in running and cycling. They are also using data analysis to track personal fitness
progress and improve performance, making math and science come to life through hands-on learning.

A highlight for our 8th graders is the annual trip to Catalina Island Marine Institute (CIMI). This year’s
trip will be May 12th-16th. This adventure allows students to explore marine biology, oceanography, and
environmental science through snorkeling, kayaking, and hands-on labs. They’ll study local ecosystems,
interact with sea life, and gain a deeper appreciation for conservation. It's an unforgettable experience that
blends science, teamwork, and outdoor exploration!

As the final fundraiser for this year’s trip, middle school students are selling a dozen Krispy Kreme
glazed doughnuts for ($18) or redeemable gift certificates for ($15). The gift certificates are good for one dozen
glazed doughnuts at participating Krispy Kreme’s. A percentage of the cost goes directly back to the Marine
Biology Club. Doughnuts and gift certificates will be available for pick-up Wednesday, April 16th from 3:00-
5:00 PM in the Elgin School conference room. To place an order email kortiz@elgink12.com or call the Office at
(520) 455-5514.



mailto:kortiz@elgink12.com

Middle School Fine Arts
By Mrs. Anna Coleman

Mrs. Coleman's mother recently donated a bare wood Santa Fe style miniature house to the art
program. Since this quarter's topic is Careers in Art, finishing the house was the logical choice. After a
discussion about various careers that involve different aspects of art, the students set to work.

Stucco paint has been created out of paint and sand, and the students are covering the old wood,
giving the house a face-lift. Popsicle sticks are being transformed into beds, showers, doors, and tables,
while some students are choosing to create room accessories and plants.

Each day the students enter the art classroom with enthusiasm and get to work right away.
Conversations and ideas are flowing and the students are rising to the challenge.

The final project will be on display at this year's Art Show during the Burger Burn on May 2nd and
at the Santa Cruz County Fair next September.




Health Office Updates
By Kathe Prentice, Elgin School Nurse

Notes from the Nurse

Returning for the 2025-2026 School Year

Summertime is a great time to get immunization updates and sports physicals done.
Call now for an appointment at your doctor’s office, or clinic. Availability fills up fast.

Immunizations: Some can be done at the same place sports physicals are provided,
but not all. Call ahead and ask if both can be provided together this summer.

6" Grade Students, as well as those who will be turning 11 or 12 before July 23, 2025 will need:

e (1) Tdap booster or similar depending on your pediatrician’s recommendation
e (1) Meningococcal (MCV) dose

ALL K-8 Grade Students need:

e (1) Dose of Varicella (or Doctor’s note confirming having contracted a case of the chicken pox). If
your child’s first dose was given at 13 years of age or older, they will need a 2" one.

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/immunization/school-
childcare/school-immunization-requirements.pdf

Immunization Exemptions: Please contact the nurse, Kathe Prentice, RN
at (520) 455-5514 or email kprentice@elgink12.com

Sports Physicals:

These can be obtained from your pediatrician, or other place of choice using the

form below. Getting them turned in at the beginning of August will cover your child for the entire school
year. Those who are not up to date on immunizations can attend practice, but will not be able to play in
games until caught up.

Physical forms can be found on our website at https://www.elgink12.com/Athletics.

Home School Sports Participants: All of the above pertains, including proof of immunizations.

Dental Hygiene Team

Tooth B.U.D.D.S. came to Elgin School in December. They are a dental hygiene educational team who
traveled from Safford AZ to provide individualized classroom education to all of the grades. Their
program is paid through grant funding for rural communities. We were very

lucky to get them, as they generally only cover the Graham and Greenlee

counties. They provided a free water bottle, toothbrush, and toothpaste to all

the classrooms, along with discussions on how to properly care for teeth and

gums. Hopefully, we can get them to come next year to provide dental

screening, dental cleaning, fluoride, treatment, and sealants free of charge.

They did a fantastic job!



https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/immunization/school-childcare/school-immunization-requirements.pdf?v=20250717
https://www.elgink12.com/Athletics
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Recognizing elementary students who practice good character and citizenship

























Elgin School Calendar

NomalSchol Hours I T T i St et
7:55 AM-3:00 PM SIMITIWITIF Sept. 1st Labor Day - No School
of Oct. 6th Fall Break - No School
6 12| Nov. 10th Special Event Release (11:30
13 19| AM)
20 26| Nov. 11th Veterans Day - No School
Nov. 24th-28th  Thanksgiving Break - No
271 28| 29| 30| 31 School
August 76| [September T7 i‘ic.sztind-Jan.anst\lj\gzaz E(r;ﬁl:n No School
SIMITIWITIFLS SIMITIWITIF]S Jan. 19th Civil Rights Day - No School
1 2 i 2] 3 4 o 6 March 9th- 13th Spring Break - No School
O I RE T - | T = iy o
ismissal at 11:
170 18] 19| 20| 21f 22| 23| | 21| 22| 23| 24| 25} 26| 27 This calendar s subject to ch
is calendar is subject to change.
gj’ 25| 26| 27| 28] 29 28] 29| 30 152 Instructional Days
Report Card Periods
October 17] |[November 11 1st Quarter - 7/28-10/2
SIM|T|W]|T|F SIM|ITIWI|ITIF| S| 2ndQuarter-10/7-12/18
11 23 2 1| 3rd Quarter - 1/3-3/5
=Bl 7 sl ol 10l 11 ) R G G 4th Quarter - 3/16-5/21
12] 13| 14| 15| 16} 17| 18 9] 10} 11| 12| 13} 14| 15
19] 20| 21| 22| 23) 24| 25 16] 17] 18] 19| 20§ 21| 22
26] 27| 28| 29| 30} 31 23| 24| 25| 26| 27] 28| 29
30
December 12] [January 15 Teacher & Staff In-Service
SIM|T|W[T]F]S SIM|T|W|[T]JF]|S First & Last Days
11 2| 3| 4f 5| 6 11 2| 3 Vacation - No School
7] 8 9] 10| 11p 12] 13 4] 5] 6| 7| 8f 9| 10 | |Specia1 Event Release
14] 15| 16| 17| 18 19] 20 11] 12| 13| 14| 150 16] 17
21] 22| 23| 24| 25] 26| 27 18 19| 20| 21| 22 23| 24
28] 29| 30| 31 25| 26| 27| 28| 29) 30| 31
February 16] |March 14
SIM|T|W|T]F|S SIM|T|W|T]F]|S
11 2| 3| 4| 5§ 6] 7 1 2| 3| 4] 5§ 6] 7
8] 9| 10| 1] 12p 13| 14 8] 9| 10| 11| 12] 13| 14
15| 16| 17| 18| 19} 20| 21 15| 16] 17| 18| 19} 20| 21
22) 23| 24| 25| 26} 27| 28| | 22] 23| 24| 25| 26} 27| 28
29| 30| 31
April 18] |[May 12
SIM|T|W|T]F SIM|T|W|[T]JF]|S
11 2 3| 4 11 2
5] 6| 7| 8| 9 10[ 11 3] 4] 5] 6] 7F 8] 9
12] 13| 14| 15| 16} 17| 18 10 11] 12| 13| 14} 15] 16
191 20| 21| 22| 23f 24| 25 171 18] 19| 20| 21f 22| 23
26| 27| 28| 29| 30 24 30
31






