
 

 

Eagle Tales 
M A Y  2 0 2 4  

In this Issue: 
As previously announced, after serving as an educator for 

thirty years, six at Elgin Elementary, I’ll be retiring on June 30th of 
this year.  Like most educators, I became a teacher, because I wanted 
to make a difference in the lives of children.   

In some schools, this is difficult for educators to do, often due 
to circumstances beyond their control, including large class sizes or 
lack of parent involvement.  At Elgin School, we are so fortunate to 
have a supportive community, engaged parents, small class sizes, 
and dedicated staff members; everything needed to have a positive 
impact on the students we serve.   

While there have been challenges over the past six years, 
including COVID-19, I’ll always be thankful for having had the 
opportunity to serve as the Superintendent/Principal of Elgin 
Elementary.  Thank you for entrusting me with your children.  It 
has been a pleasure to watch them grow! 
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Message from Mrs. Faley 



 

4th Grade News 
By Alicyn Morrell-Schnurr 

 
with others to be successful in all that they do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Fourth Grade Eagles have been working so very hard since their first day of school. At the 
beginning of the year, students learned all about how to plant and care for a sunflower. Each student 
was responsible for caring for their sunflower daily. This included watering, providing their flowers 
with fresh air and sunlight, while also keeping a tracker journal of their sunflowers progress. 

Towards the middle of the year, it was very apparent that these busy bodies needed lots of 
movement and hands - on learning activities to keep them engaged and interested in specific topics. 
The students absolutely love to work with their hands and put their best efforts to make learning as fun 
as possible. We also love to incorporate building into all that we do! Almost every unit we complete 
somehow turns its way into a project that requires students to build a model demonstrating their 
comprehension of what they have learned. For example, we just wrapped up our unit of “Types of 
Energy,” this led to students creating models of their custom built robots that contain specific types of 
energy. 

A memory we will all never forget will be our Backout Restaurant Day. The fourth graders 
worked so hard for several weeks to put together and build their very own restaurant all on their own. 
Each student had a specific job that needed to be done in order to ensure that all of their customers 
(Kindergarten - 3rd Grade) were satisfied. And let me tell you, they definitely rocked it! They got 5 star 
ratings from ALL of their customers.  

 

I cannot express how smart, kind hearted, and amazing the fourth grade kiddos are.  They will ALL do 
great things and I am proud to be their teacher for their 4th grade year! 
 

From planting, to building, to running a small business, these fourth 
graders have built and created an immense amount of skills within 
themselves and within their peers inside and outside the classroom. Skills 
that are not only foundationally academic, but also skills that include 
building character, responsibility, leadership, and working cooperatively  



 

  

Elgin School would like to take this opportunity to say thank you  
to our wonderful, caring, and supportive volunteers!  

 
 

 

 
 

Anita Barkley 
Erin Blevins 

Fred Bohm-Ragasa  
Hazel Bohm-Ragasa 

Jessica Carter 
Jaimee Cass 
Mary Claflin 

Birttany Battle 
Nathan Battle 

Ben Beal 
Lindsey Beal 
Lacy Beyer 

Ginny Cosby 
Lindsay Davis 
Harry Dotson 

Stephanie Fennell 
Tony Fennell 

Tina Fredrickson 
Chris Gummo 

Melissa Gummo 
 

Elgin Community Club 
Firesky Farms 

Mountain Empire Rotary 
National Bank – Sonoita 

Patagonia Creek Preserve 
Patriot Printing Southern Arizona 
Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office  

Sonoita-Elgin Fire Department 
UA Family Resource Center & Michelle Fajardo 

US Border Patrol – Sonoita Station  
Vera Earl Ranch  

Cheyenne Harper 
BJ Hintsala 
Jim Koweek 

Linda Kramer 
Mindy La Reau, RN 

Kathryn Leas 
Josh Leavitt 
Robin Mejia 

Jessica Orona 
Jan Scott, RN 

Allan Stephens 
Lena Stephens 
Lindsay Taylor 

Josh Taylor 
Aaron Thomas 
Megan Thomas 
Nancy Webster 

Carrie White Lumia 
Michelle White 

We value all of our volunteers and community partners, please accept our apologies if we have missed anyone.  



 

  

 

Notes from the Nurse 

Returning for the 2024-2025 School Year 
Summer'me is a great 'me to get immuniza'on updates and sports physicals done. 
Call now for an appointment at your doctor’s office, or clinic.  Availability fills up fast. 

Immuniza'ons: Some can be done at the same place sports physicals are provided, 
but not all. Call ahead and ask if both can be provided together this summer.  

6th Grade Students, as well as those who will be turning 11 or 12 before July 23rd, 2024 will need: 

• (1) Tdap booster or similar depending on your pediatrician’s recommenda'on 
• (1) Meningococcal (MCV) dose 

ALL K-8 Grade Students need: 

• (1) Dose of Varicella (or Doctor’s note confirming having contracted a case of the chicken pox). If 
your child’s first dose was given at 13 years of age or older, they will need a 2nd one.  

hWps://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/immuniza'on/school-
childcare/school-immuniza'on-requirements.pdf 

Immuniza'on Exemp'ons: Please contact the nurse, Kathe Pren'ce, RN 
 at (520) 455-5514 or email kpren'ce@elgink12.com  
 

Sports Physicals:   

These can be obtained from your pediatrician, or other place of choice using 
their form, or the form below. Ge`ng them turned in at the beginning of August will cover your child for 
the en're school year. Those who are not up to date on immuniza'ons can aWend prac'ce, but will not 
be able to play in games un'l caught up. 

hWps://www.elgink12.com/Athle'cs 

Home School Sports Par'cipants: All of the above pertains, including proof of immuniza'ons. 

Dental Hygiene Team  
Tooth B.U.D.D.S. came to Elgin School last week. They are a dental hygiene educa'onal team who 
traveled from Safford, AZ, to provide individualized classroom educa'on to all of the grades. Their 
program is funded through grants for rural communi'es. We were very lucky to 
have them come to Elgin, as they generally only cover Graham and Greenlee 
coun'es. They provided a free water boWle, toothbrush, and toothpaste to all 
students, along with discussions on how to properly care for teeth and gums. 
Hopefully, we can get them to come next year to provide dental screenings, 
dental cleanings, fluoride treatments, and sealants free of charge in our school 
se`ng next year. If you are interested, please let the school nurse know. 
Parental permission forms must be filled out for this service.  They did a fantas'c 
job!                                                                                                                                                  ToothBUDDS.org 



 

 

 

Recognizing elementary students who practice good character and citizenship 

  

 

 

 

Any student participating in athletics for the 2024-25 school year will need a 
current athletic physical on file. Physicals are good for one year. Athletic Physical 
forms can be found on our website at https://www.elgink12.com/Athletics. Printed 
forms are also available in the office.  Please contact Coach Harper at (520) 455-
5514 or dharper@elgink12.com for more information.  

https://www.elgink12.com/Athletics?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0mAaALm7Evc9VzBL44mojspBVNIN9GmC-7CpKqsP7x_zaF5Fj64VmuEnA_aem_ATkTLR6np6R5uZ2u6lQzp5J9k0Oazn6E1BO-B7AXlP3fStR4SrpfVxWXsUl14z5fqkbzqjbtaPslacZYN7mlzVWR


 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Neal Ryan, 

Middle School Social Studies 
4 Years of Service 

 
 

 
Mary Faley 

Superintendent/Principal 
   6 Years of Service 

 
Annette Koweek 

Middle School Science 
School Nurse 

School Counselor 
20 Years of Service  

 
Linnette Weisel 

Special Services Para-Professional 
24 Years of Service  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
  Daniel Erickson is a lifelong public school educator with over 28 years of distinguished 
service. He has over 20 years of administrative experience, including three years as the 
Superintendent of Schools. As a site leader, he led two campuses to increased student 
achievement as well as alignment of programs to meet student needs. As the Director of 
Advanced Learning in the second largest school district in Arizona, he earned his district 
placement on the AP College Board Honor Roll, by increasing the number of students taking 
Advanced Placement classes. He also served students at all 89 campuses and collaborated on 
the development of Governing Board policy recommendations. He has created new teacher 
and administrator evaluation protocols and currently mentors three new superintendents 
from across the state of Arizona in partnership with Grand Canyon University.  

Mr. Erickson believes in and practices Servant Leadership as his approach to working 
with his team members to provide excellence in education every day. He believes that 
relationships are at the heart of all we do in education.  

Mr. Erickson received his Bachelor of Science degree from the State University of New 
York College at Fredonia in elementary education with a specific focus on early childhood 
education. He has a master’s degree in Educational Leadership from Northern Arizona 
University. He is honored and humbled to join the Sonoita Elementary School District team. 
He and his wife, Michele, have been married for 23 years and have two children who both 
attend the University of Arizona. 



 

 

 
  

 
Richard Graeme – Middle School Science 

I was born in Bisbee, Arizona as the elder of identical twins. Initially, I 
worked as an underground miner to pay for a degree in mining engineering. 
During a down turn in the mining industry, I was teaching college mineralogy 
classes and discovered I loved teaching. So, I reassessed my career path and 
decided to become an elementary school teacher.  

In 1999, after student teaching kindergarten, I started as a 5th grade 
teacher at Huachuca City Elementary after 5 years I moved to Joyce Clark 
Middle School where I have spent most of my years in education.  In this time, I 
have taught 6th, 7th, and 8th grade science an 6th grade social studies and 5th and 
6th grade self-contain classrooms.  

Outside of the classroom I actively research mineralogy and have 
authored and co-authored several books in science and history. Also, I have 
worked on several museum mineralogy displays. Including at the Smithsonian 
and the latest at the Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum. Although, I have 
traveled in Europe and South America, I am partial to Africa. There I spent time 
in classrooms in Ghana and South Africa. I also examined an exciting adult 
education program at the East Driefontein mine in Gauteng, South Africa. 
Equatorial Africa is a wonderful place.  

My children are all adults, with my eldest son is a Chief Petty Officer in 
the Navy, a daughter is an elementary teacher and the youngest son is a 
business major in college. Lisa my wonderful wife, is a STEM teacher on Ft 
Huachuca. I am fortunate to have one granddaughter. 
 

 

Jen Cranston – Middle School Social Studies 

Jen Cranston has been teaching Language Arts and Social Studies for 28 
years:  every grade from 6-12.  She’s a National Board certified teacher with a 
Master’s degree in elementary literacy.  After a stint teaching high school 
English, including dual enrollment college classes, she recently came back to 
middle school and is loving the energy and potential of middle schoolers.   

Jen’s current school district is in rural Washington state, right along the 
“other border” with Canada.  She and her husband are moving to a new house 
in Patagonia.  They’re excited to move to Arizona, where Jen’s father lives, and 
with their son attending the University of Arizona.   

When Jen’s not teaching, she likes to knit, spin yarn, and ride her bicycle.  
She’s looking forward to joining the Elgin school community and teaching 6-8 
Social Studies.   
 

 



 

 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Elgin School Calendar
2024-25

Normal School Hours: July 3
7:55 AM-3:00 PM S M T W T F S
Early Dismissal: 1:15 PM 1 2 3 4 5 6
Special Event Dismissal: 11:30 AM 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

August 22 September 18
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30

October 18 November 15
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 1 2
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

December 15 January 19
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31

February 19 March 16
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

April 20 May 17
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Teacher & Staff In-Service
First & Last Days
Vacation - No School
Early Release
Special Event Release

July 23rd-26th Faculty & Staff School Year 
Prep
July 29th First Day - Students
Aug. 2nd Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Aug. 9th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Aug. 16th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Aug. 23rd  Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service
Aug. 30th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Sept. 2nd Labor Day - No School 
Sept. 6th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Sept. 12th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Sept. 13th & 16th Fair Days - No School
Sept. 20th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Sept. 27th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service
Oct. 4th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service
Oct. 11th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Oct. 14th-18th Fall Break - No School 
Oct. 25th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service
Nov. 1st  Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service
Nov. 8th       Special Event Dismissal @ 11:30 AM
Nov. 11th Veterans Day  - No School 
Nov. 15th  Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service
Nov. 22nd Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Nov. 25th-29th Thanksgiving Break - No 
School
Dec. 6th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Dec. 13th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Dec. 20th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Dec. 23rd-Jan. 3rd Winter Break - No School 
Jan. 6th Students Return 
Jan. 10th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM - In-
Service 
Jan. 17th Dismissal @ 1:15 PM- In-
Service  



 

  

 



 

 

 
 

Save the Date! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




